Regular Expressions

A way to describe a pattern of characters
Character classes


.  

anything except newline


\d 

any digit


\s 

any white space


\w 

any letter or digit (ASCII word character)


[abc]
a, b, or c


[^abc] 
anything but a, b, or c


[A-Za-z]
any letter


[0-9]

same as \d


red | blue
red or blue     
E.g. a letter followed by a digit:  [A-Za-z] \ d 
Repetition:

{n, m} at least n but no more than m

?           0 or 1 occurrences  

+          1 or more

*           0 or more
E.g: 7 digit telephone:  \d{3} - \d {4} 

Specifying match position

^           the beginning of the string

$          the end

E.g. start with capital, end with period:    ^[A-Z] \.$

