Math 212 - First Class
Hand out sign-up sheet.

Hand out and discuss syllabus.

Goals of the course:

· Terminology and methods of linear algebra
· Mathematical structures and some proofs

· Examples of applications of linear algebra

What is linear algebra?

Like calculus, it is a body of related mathematics.


Algebra – sets with binary operations and rules.


Linear – additional conditions that make the structure 

        “act like” straight lines.  [hence the term “linear”]
Recall that calculus started with two main problems or ideas.  [1. Tangent line to a curve  2. Area under a curve.]  These lead to the study of differential and integral calculus.

We begin with the problem of solving linear equations.

[go to 1.1 Systems of Linear Equations]
