Math 105   Class 1  Introduction
Hand out questionnaire.
Hand out sign-up sheet.

Hand out and discuss syllabus.  
Suggestions for helping you master the material.

(1) Read/Skim each section before we cover it.  

(2) Work hard on the homework.

What are the goals of this course?  Contemporary Mathematics is a very general title.  This course was added several years ago give students and additional elective that:

· required relatively little mathematics background
· allowed flexibility in the selection of topics
· would give students who made an effort a positive experience with mathematics

· would be useful for students in education

This course does not 

· prepare students for another math class in a sequence or

· teach a particular body of mathematics like algebra, trigonometry, or statistics.
After teaching this course several times I found that the selection of topics is important and should be both interesting and accessible and usually relevant.   We begin the course with a general discussion of reasoning, estimation, and problem solving.
The text has PowerPoint slides that go over the main ideas in each section.  They are on the website.  Typically, we will go through slides to get an overview of material.  I will add specific examples and explanations as needed.  For most sections there is a link to lectures on the same material from another textbook.  We may use them in class or you may use them to help understand the material.

If you miss class, you should read the section covered, go over the  PowerPoint slides on the section, and then try the homework.  
